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they take themselves. If once we should acquire a 
$600,000,000 navy, what would it cost to keep it up to 
the standard, or rather to keep it up to the more exalted 
standard which men of the same type would promptly 
discover to be necessary? And where would the men 
to man it come from? There have been 600 desertions 
from Admiral Evans' gulf squadron within a few weeks, 
in addition to a dangerous mutiny on one of the vessels. 
We have more warships now than can be properly 
officered and manned. Enthusiasm to serve in the navy 
does not keep pace with the enthusiasm for spending for 
it. — The Boston Herald. 



New Books. 



Tolstoy as a Schoolmaster. By Ernest Howard 
Crosby. Chicago : The Hammersmark Publishing Co. 
Red cloth, 50 cents, net. 

All students of the great Russian teacher will wish to 
read this last book by his best interpreter in this country. 
It is one of the most delightful as well as instructive of 
the productions which have come from Mr. Crosby's pen. 
It introduces us to a phase of Tolstoy's life which has 
not been known to many Americans. We have been 
accustomed to think of him as a sedate, almost severe 
man of the pen, pouring out his condemnation on artifi- 
cial religious conceptions and systems, lecturing Russia 
and the rest of the world on the abominations of absolu- 
tism, militarism, patriotism, aristocracy, tyranny of men 
over men, etc., and working at the shoe bench or on the 
farm in his long blouse, in order to illustrate his theory 
of human equality, and assure the world of the absolute 
sincerity of his utterances. 

It is somewhat hard to conceive this gray-bearded 
man, as he is revealed to us in his pictures and his well 
known writings, teaching, forty years ago, a school of 
rollicking, yelling peasant children, who climb on his 
back, sit on his table, come to lessons or not as they 
please, and doing all sorts of other things common to 
children interested in what interests them and turning 
down everything else. 

Tolstoy carried his doctrine of freedom and equality 
into his association as a teacher with children in a way 
that few people would have the nerve to try, even if 
they believed in it. And the curious thing is that he 
seems to have made a remarkable success of it, tempo- 
rarily at any rate. The type of school which he con- 
ducted at Yasnaia Poliana, described in these charming 
pages, would cause our prim and exacting New England 
teachers — and there are others like them elsewhere, 
who are driven nearly into hysterics by a pupil's whis- 
per or giggle — to lift up their hands in holy horror ; but 
they might nevertheless usefully sit at Tolstoy's feet for 
a little time and imbibe a little more of that spirit of free 
sympathy with youngsters, without which every teacher 
makes essentially a failure, however successful a " disci- 
plinarian " he may be. 

This little book is written in Mr. Crosby's best vein. 
It is illuminated with his own fine comments on that 
about which he writes, and we laid it down wishing 
there had been as much again of it. The chapter on 
penalogy, in which the argument against capital punish- 
ment is developed, is worth the whole cost of the book- 



let; so is the final chapter on "True and False 
Education." 

We commend "Tolstoy as a Schoolmaster" to the 
young and progressive teachers of the nation, not to 
encourage them to attempt to imitate the Count's ex- 
traordinary pedagogy, but that they may enlarge and 
fortify themselves in the new ideas and methods that 
are more and more taking possession of present-day 
education. 
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Proclamation by H. M. Victor Emmanuel III., King of Italy, 
Proposing an International Chamber of Agriculture. Rome: 
Camera Internazionale di Agricoltura. 

Annual Report of the Liverpool Peace Society. Contains the 
account of the annual meeting of the Society on the 28th of March. 
Liverpool, England : William Lawton, Secretary, 12 Elm Hall Drive, 

Wavertree. 

Report of the Committee on Internal Trade and Improve- 
ments of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York. 
New York : Press of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Political Rite Fiyinj and Biraseii isy Lawsuit. Allrasf In 
fore the Boston Economic Club March 10, 1905. By David Willcox. New- 
York: C. G. Burgoyne, Walker and Centre Streets. 

Prairie Breezes. A handsomely printed and bound little volume of 
breezy poems. By James W. Foley. Boston : Richard G. Badger. 

Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society at the An- 
nual Meeting in Worcester, October 21, 1904. Worcester, Mass. : The 
Hamilton Press. 

Le Guerre, le Insurrezioni e la Pace nel Secolo Decimonono. 
Volume Second. By E. T. Moneta. Milan, Italy. The two volumes in 
paper covers, $1.26. 

The Sign of the Son of Man and the Millennial Kingdom of 
Peace. By C. R F. I. San Francisco, California. 

Annual Report of the American Humane Education Society and the 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 19 Milk 
Street, Boston. 

Land Legislation in the Conventional Congo Basin. Text of 
the German Decree. Brussels : Hayez, 112 rue de Louvain. 

Commodore Perry's Landing in Japan. Boston : The Directors of 
the Old South Work. 
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The Chicaoo Peace Society, 
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H. W. Thomas, D. D., President. 
Mrs. E. A. W. Hoswell, Secretary. 

The Minnesota Peace Societt, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

R. J. Mendenhall, President. 
Miss A. B. Albertson, Secretary. 

The Kansas State Peace Society, 

Wichita, Kansas. 
George W. Hoss, LL. D., President. 
J. M. Naylor, Secretary. 

New York German-American Peace Society. 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Ernst Richard, President, 

5 West 63d Street. 
Gustav J. Voss, Secretary, 221 East 87th St. 
Henry Feldman, Treasurer, 103 Second Ave. 

The Arbitration and Peace Society of Cincinnati. 

505 First National Bank Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Philip V. N. Myers, President, 
S. P. Butler, Secretary. 

The Women's Peace Circle of New York. 

Mrs. Harry Hastings, President. 
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